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THOREAU SOCIETY 


BULLETIN 


BULLETIN SEVENTY-SIX 


THE 1961 ANNUAL MEETING... 


The 1961 anmmal meeting of the Thoreau Society 
was called to order at 10:30 Saturday morning, 

July 15th, in the First Parish Church in Concord, 
Mass., by the president, Carl Bode. 

Col. John Damon of the Concord Board of Select- 
men extended the greetings of the town. 

The secretary's mimtes of the 1960 meeting 
were accepted as published in the Summer, 1960, 
BULLETIN. 

The treasurer gave the following report which 
was accepted: On hand, July 6, 1960, $1028 Exe 
penses: Annual Meeting, $196; Printing, $135; 
Postage, $160; Stenographic help, $83; Miscel., 
$34. Income: Life memberships, $175; Luncheon, 
$27; Gifts, $342; Sale of back publications, $256; 
Dues, $788. On hand, July 15, 1961, $1808. 

Mr. Edwin Way Teale offered the following resolu- 
tion which was adopted by the society: Whereas the 
year 1962 is the centenary of the death of Henry 
David Thoreau, who as an author, naturalist, and 
philosopher holds a unique place in the literature 
of America, and whereas his writings have been 
worldwide in their influence, be it resolved that 
the Thoreau Society hereby urges the United States 
Post Office Department to commemorate this centenary 
by issuing a Thoreau stamp in connection with its 
series on Famous Americans. 

Mr. Robert Needham offered the following resolu- 
tion which was adopted by the society: Resolved 
that the President appoint a committee to look into 
the matter of providing a bust of Thoreau for the 
Hall of Fame and authorize the committee to take 
any appropriate action. The resolution aroused 
considerable debate on the part of the membership 
and the committee was instructed to take this de- 
bate into consideration when any action was taken. 
The president later announced the appointment of 
the following committee: T.L.Bailey, 3255 Dorches- 
ter, Shaker Heights, Ohio, chairman; Leonard Klein- 
feld, 95-26 67th Ave., Forest Hills, N.Y.; Mrs. 
Herbert Hosmer, 22 Elm St., Concord, Mass.; Mr. 
Brooks Atkinson, NEW YORK TIMES, New York, N.Y. 

Prof. Lewis Leary gave the following report 
of the 1962 centennial committee: The Centennial 
commemoration of the death of Henry David Thoreau 
will be held at the Pierpont Morgan Library in 
New York City on May 5, 1962. The Library is ar- 
ranging an extensive exhibit of Thoreau mamuscripts 
and memorabilia, a catalogue of which will be avail- 
able to all members of the Society. Meetings are 
planned for the morning, afternoon, and evening of 
that day, with a Thoreau Society luncheon during 
the noon recess. Among those who have accepted 
invitations to speak are Reginald Cook, Lyndon 
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Shanley, Raymond Adams, Walter Harding, Joseph 
Moldenhauer, and Howard Mumford Jones. Arrange- 
ments for the meeting are being made by the fol- 
lowing committee: Prof. Lewis Leary, Columbia 
University, New York City, chairman; Prof. John 
C. Broderick, Wake Forest College, Winston-Salen, 
N.C.; and Mrs. Caleb Wheeler, Fairhaven Road, 
Concord, Mass. 

The gift of three hundred dollars by Mrs. Herbert 
Hosmer to afid the centennial commemoration was 
announced by the secretary. 

It was voted that a regular annual meeting be 
held in Concord in July of 1962 in addition to 
the centennial commemoration in New York City. 

The centennial commemoration committee was em- 
powered to draw on the society's treasury for such 
funds as they found necessary. 

The following report of the nominating committee 
(W. Stephen Thomas, Chairman; Albert Bussewitz; 
and Herbert F. West) was read by Mr. Bussewitz: 
president (1961-2), Lewis Leary; president-elect, 
T. L. Bailey; vice-president, Mrs. Herbert Hosmer; 
secretary-treasurer, Walter Harding; members of 
the executive committee for three years: Mrs. Ed- 
mind Fenn and Mr. Robert Needham. The report of 
the committee was accepted and the slate of officers 
duly elected. 

Mr. Robert F. Needham gave the following finan- 
cial report of the Save Walden Committee, coverirg 
the period from July 1957 to July 14, 1961: Re- 
ceipts: Contributions from persons and organiza- 
tions, $12,266.40; Proceeds of Roland Wells Rob- 
bins lecture of April 8, 1960: $392.50, Total re- 
ceipts, $12,658.90, Disbursements: Hale and Dorr 
for legal services, $9,830.27; Charges for printed 
court records and trial testimony, $1,557.50. 

Total cost of litigation, $11,387.77. Expenses 

in connection with appeals for funds, $232.36 
(Other appesl expenses of some $200 were paid as 
anonymous contributions). 500 reprints of illus- 
trated article "Walden Decésion" in the Fall, 1960, 
issue of LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, $42.59. Miscel- 
laneous expenses, $43.84. Total expenditures, 
$11,706.56. Reserve fund on hand, $952.34. 

The prewidential address, by Carl Bode, was en- 
titled, "The Sound of American Literature a Century 
Ago." It was originally read as the inaugural 
lecture on the Phillips' Endowment before the Brit- 
ish Academy and it will be published in the PROCEED- 
INGS OF THE BRITISH ACADEMY FOR 1961. 

The speaker of the day was Rev. Willard Uphaus 
of the World Fellowship of Conway, New Hampshire. 
We are indebted to the CONCORD JOURNAL for the 
following summary of his address: 

{Reprinted from the CONCORD JOURNAL of July 
20, 1961) 
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"Rev. Mr. Uphaus said that Thoreau had always 
been particularly near to him because he had 
brought out the question of the conflict between 
national security and personal freedom. The lat- 
ter mst, of course, yield to national security 
but in 1954 he felt that the New Hampshire Attor- 
ney General had shown no connection between the 
list of 600 people who attended his world fellow- 
ship camp and national security, so his conscience 
would not let him subject these people to a humili- 
ating interrogation and he went to jail rather than 
give out the list. Four of the nine Justices of 
the Supreme Court agreed with him,’ as did all the 
Boston newspapers and the New York TIMES, 

"He was allowed books, paper and mail during 
his year in jail and was busy answering letters 
and becoming acquainted with the social misfits 
who were his fellow prisoners. 

"It was a time when truth and behaviour become 
one. Thoreau had an all-outness but had no theory 
of social action. He followed his own conscience 
but had a contempt for reformers. Here Mr. Uphaus 
does not follow him. He believes that he should 
give whole-hearted participation to every group 
willing to go along with him, even if only an 
inch. We are not alone, for everyone who partici- 
pates in world reform becomes the focus point of 
thousands of tender consciences. 

"It is on this principle that the freedom riders 
are acting. Thoreau, too, had faith in the influ- 
ence of example." 

A luncheon was served in the First Parish vestry 
at noon. The afternoon, as usual, was devoted to 
informal walks, talks, and visits to the historic 
and literary sites of Concord. 

At the evening session, Mr. Allen Morgan of the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society spoke on "Open Space 
and Thoreau's River," showing slides and explain- 
ing the recently passed bill to save the wetlands 
along the Sudbury and Concord Rivers. 

A feature of the meeting was a display of wild 
flowers and ferns with appropriate quotations from 
Thoreau, made by Mrs. Edmund Fenn, 


ADDITIONS TO THE THOREAU BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . WH 


Angelescu, Victor. "Henry Thoreau's 'Night and 
Moonlight.” EMERSON SOC. QUART., XXII (1961), 
64-67. An analysis, 

Atkinson, Brooks. "Critic at Large: Value of the 
Thoreau Society is Discussed as its 20th Anmal 
Meeting Nears." NEW YORK TIMES, July 11, 1961. 
Syndicated in many other newspapers at about 
this time. 

Bode, Carl. "Thoreau Society President's Address" 
CONCORD JOURNAL, July 20, 1961. Excerpts from 
"The Sound of American Literature a Century Ago." 

Booth, Philip. "A Way of Talking About Freedom." 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, June 22, 1961. Re- 
flections on reading WALDEN, 

Broderick, John C. "The Movement of Thoreau's 


Prose." AMERICAN LITERATURE, XXXIII (May, 1961), 
133-142, 
Cady, L.V. "Thoreau's Quotations from the Confucian 


Books in WALDEN." AMERICAN LITERATURE, XXXIII 
(March, 1961), 20-32 
Cameron, Kenneth Walter. "Books Thoreau Desired to 
Purchase in 1859," EMERSON SOC. QUART., XXIII 
(1961), 16. List based on a MS in Morgan Library. 
« "Henry Thoreau's Step-Grandmother." EMER-. 
SON SOC. QUART., XXII (1961), 54-56. Reprints 
the anonymous "Sketches of the life of Mrs. 











Rebecca Thoreau" from the CHRISTIAN DISCIPLE, III 
(Oct. 1815), 1-3. 

. "Thoreau's Harvard Textbooks." EMERSON 

SOC. QUART., XXIII (1961), 19-111. Reprints ex- 

cerpts from many of Thoreau's college books in 

facsimile. 

. "Thopeau's Notes from Dubuat's PRINCIPES," 

EMERSON SOC. QUART., XXII (1961), 68-76. First 

publication of some notes Thoreau ‘took and trans- 

lated from the French. 

"Thoreau's Walden Pond." EMERSON SOC. 
QUART., XXII (1961), 77-80. Reproduces a number 
of newspaper comments on the Walden Pond case. 

CONCORD JOURNAL, "Thoreau Society Meeting Here." 
July 20, 1961. 

- "Thoreau Society Meeting on Saturday at 
First Parish Church." July 13, 1961. 

Dickens, Robert S. "Thoreau and the Abdication of 
American Philosophy." EMERSON SOC. QUART., XXII 
(1961), 33-35. 

Hackett, Peter. "People Are Reading Thoreau." WOR- 
CESTER EVENING GAZETTE. Nov. ?, 1960, Letter tO 
editor on T's election to Hall of Fame. 

- "When Thoreau Declined a Diploma." WORCES- 
TER EVENING GAZETTE, May 9, 1961. Letter to 
editor. 

Harding, Walter. 
ta River, June, 1861." 
(June, 1961), 225-228. 

Hassett, Robert L. "Concord River Flows on as Tho- 
reau Knew It." BOSTON HERALD. July 2, 1961. 

Jones, Joseph, et al. "Thoreau, Henry David." in 
AMERICAN LITERARY MANUSCRIPTS, Austin: Univ. of 
Texas, 1961. $5. p. 370. Lists location of 
Thoreau manuscripts in American libraries, 

Klein, Richard P. Limerick on Thoreau's bluebird. 
CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER, May 7, 1961. 

Lane, Lauriat, Jr., ed. APPROACHES TO WALDEN. San 
Francisco: Wadsworth, 1961. 135pp. $1.95. Lane 
has "tried to give the reader a set of materials 
helpful for the understanding and appreciation of 
WALDEN." It includes a brief analysis by Lane of 
ways to read WALDEN (quite the best part of the 
book), excerpts from Thoreau's journals and cor- 
respondence showing ideas similar to those in 
WALDEN, typical 19th and 20th century criticisms 
of WALDEN by Lowell, Stevenson, Hyman, Morris, 
etc., a collection of E.B.White's comments on 
Thoreau, a series of comments, questions ani 
topics for writing on WALDEN, and an extensive 
bibliography. It should help both the student 
and the teacher to attain a more thorough under- 
standing of WALDEN, 

Lombardo, Agostino. "L'arte de Henry David Thoreau" 
BELFAGOR, XIV (1959), 674-685. 
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"Thoreau and Mann on the Minneso- 
MINNESOTA HISTORY, XXXVII 


M., C.E. "Hop in, Henry." SATURDAY REVIEW, July 
22, 1961. Cartoon on Thoreau hitchhiking to 
Walden. 


McGill, Ralph. "Concord's Past Buried in Cemetary" 
SCOTTSDALE (Ariz.) PROGRESS, June 26, 1961. 
Thoughts on Thoreau's grave, Syndicated in many 
other newspapers. 

Miller, Perry. "Thoreau in the Context of Inter- 
national Romanticism." NEW ENGLAND QUARTERLY, 
XXXIV (June, 1961), 147-159. Reprinted from 
THOREAU SOCIETY BULLETIN 73, 

Munoz, V. "Thoreau y Hudson." 

3237-3238. In Spanish, 

Oehser, Paul H. "Thoreau: Exponent of Silerce." 

Reprinted 


CENIT, X (Dec. 1960) 


NEW OUTLOOK, XIV (June, 1961), 29-35. 
from THOREAU SOCIETY BULLETIN 72. 
June 6, 1961. 


Osann, "Tizsy." DURHAM SUN, Car- 








toon on teen-ager's essay on Thoreau. Syndicated 
in many newspapers. 

Sherwood, Mary. "The Library Elm." CONCORD JOUR- 
NAL, Feb. 23, 1961. Events which have occurred 
through the years near a recently cut down elm. 

Teale, Edwin Way. "Thoreau y el Tiempo." CENIT. 
April, 1961? Trans. into Spanish by V. Munoz. 
Reprinted from THOREAU SOCI:TY BULLETIN 64. 

Thoreau, Henry David. A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND 
MERRIMACK RIVERS, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1961. 
435pp. Sentry Edition. $1.95. A last an inex- 
pensive paperback edition of Thoreau's first book. 
A good clear type and a sturdy binding as well. 

---—-. A WRITER'S JOURNAL, Edited by Laurence 
Stapleton. REVIEWS: LONDON TIMES, June 4, 1961; 
THE SPHERE (London), June 17, 1961; JOHN O'LON- 
DON'S WEEKLY, June 15, 1961. 

"Uncle Dudley." "Meditation on Concord River." 
BOSTON GLOBE. July 15, 1961. Editorial on the 
1961 society annual meeting. 

Van Doren, Mark. HENRY DAVID THOREAU: A CRITICAL 
STUDY. New Yorks Russell & Russell, 1961. 138pp. 
$5. Van Doren's 1916 undergraduate honors thesis 
at the University of Illinois was the first study 
to make extensive use of the complete JOURNAL, 

As such it offered some good insight into Thoreau's 
ideas on friendship, solitude, the well-rounded 
man, and reading (although this last has been 
superseded by the studies of Whaling, Willson and 
others). Best is his discussion of Thareau's use 
of the specific in his writing. Weakest is his 
claim that Thoreau in his later years felt his 
life to be a failure. Van Doren's book has been 
out-of-print and almost impossible to obtain for 
many, many years. Thoreau scholars will welcome 
this opportunity to add it to their shelves. 

Willson, Lawrence. "Another View of the Pilgrims." 
NEW ENGLAND QUARTERLY, XXXIV (June, 1961), 160- 
177. A thorough study of Thorean's comments on 
the Pilgrims, particularly in CAPE COD. 

Woods, Eleanor. "Cost What It May." HUMANIST, XXI 
(March, 1961), 77-86. On the application of Tho- 
reau's principles of civil disobedience today. 


I am indebted to the following for mterial used 
in this bulletin: H.Adel, T.Bailey, M.Campbell, R. 
Crock, H.Gottschalk, G.Hosmer, J.Haynes, P.Hackett, 
L.Harvey, J.Kennedy, N.Lehrman, V.Munoz, J.Morine, 
G.Megathlin, W.Peterson, G.Rady, M.Sherwood, R. 
Schaedle, J.Tobin, P.Weidemann, A.Wesley, and P. Wil- 
liams, Please keep the secretary informed of new 
Thoreau material as it appears. 


SIMON BROWN'S JOURNAL... 


Mr. Laurence E, Richardson of Concord has sent us 
the following excerpts from the unpublished journal 
of Simon Brown. Brown, one of Thoreau's Concord 
contemporaries, was editor of the NEW ENGIAND FARM- 
ER, lieutenant governor of Massachusetts for one 
term (1855), and uncle of Daniel Chester French. He 
built and lived in the "River Cottage" next to the 
Hunt-Hosmer house in Concord. 

"Concord--Sunday July 14, 1861. We had a slight 
shower in the night and this morning another and a 
drizzling rain for three or four hours. At ten I 
called for Mr. Thoreau and took him to ride. [Tho- 
reau had returned to Concord on the 10th from his 
three-month journey to Minnesota.] I have no doubt 
but he is in the first stage of consumption. .. . 

"Sunday, March 17, 1872. Mild. The ground is 
covered with ragged ruts and frozen snow. Al) has 
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a winter-like aspect. More so than much of the 
month of February! Three or four deaths have re- 
cently occurred among our aged people Dr. Rey- 
nolds, Mrs, Thoreau, mother of the somewhat cele- 
brated writer, and Mary Adams. ... 

"Sunday August 20, 1871. Dined with Judge 
French and after dinner walked to Walden with him 
where a "spiritualist" convention had been going 
on for a week, I was told that there were 160 
tents pitched! There was a large assemblage of 
people under the Creat Roof and on the seats on 
the rising of the hills on every side, Groups 
were scattered in every direction and many were 
in tents, resting, sleeping, singing, or talking. 
Outside of the tents and a little off from the 
amphitheatre were a large number of people convers- 
ing and many of them smoking. The preaching was 
shocking. The idea seemed to be that we mst not 
believe anything that we have not seen or heard 
ourselves. The speaker declared that the reply 
of Christ,—John 9-2--to the question, "Who did 
sin, this m~™ or his parents, that he was born 
blind,*® to be 'a stupendous lie.' Others, includ- 
ing two women, followed in the same strain, One 
speaker, Mr. Hatch, took an opposite ground. De- 
clared his belief in God and Christ. There was no 
disorder apparent, but much smoking, and by appear- 
ances, smme drinking." 


NOTES AND QUERIES ... 


The cost of printing this bulletin has been paid 
for by the life memberships of Miss Sarah Bartlett 
of Concord and Mr. Robert P. Russell of Lisbon, N. 
H. Life memberships in the Thoreau Society are 
twenty-five dollars. 

The Friends of the Menlo Park Library (Alma and 
Ravenswood Streets, Menlo Park, Calif.) have a set 
of the 20-volume Manuscript Edition of Thoreau's 
Writings, bound in green half-morocco, and contain- 
ing an unidentified page of Thoreau's manuscript. 
They are interested in selling it for the benefit 
of the library book-purchase fund. If interested, 
write Mr. William R, Patton, Box 472, Menlo Park. 

The suggestion has been made by several members 
that round-table discussions become a part of the 
annual meetings. The officers of the society wuld 
be interested in hearing further reaction to this 
suggestion. 

The Harold Gray comic strip "Little Orphan An- 
nie" for April 2, 1961, starts out with the follow- 
ing quotation: "Some circumstantial evidence is 
very strong, as when you find a trout in the milk. 
H.D. Thoreau." 

Anton Kovar (Arlington, Mass.) points out that 
in the first edition of Fitzgerald's RUBAIYAT, pub- 
lished in 1859, verse XII reads: 

"How sweet is mortal Soveanty!4-think some: 

Others--"How blest the Paradise to come!" 

Ah, take the Cash in hand and wave the Rest; 

Oh, the brave msic of a distant Drum!" 
and wonders if he could have been thinking of 
Thoreau's, "If a man does not keep pace with his 
companions, perhaps it is because he hears a dif- 
ferent drummer." (WALDEN, 1854). 

Edwin Way Teale writes suggesting that since the 
index of the Walden (or Manuscript) Edition of Tho- 
reau's Writings often fails to index important 
words, someone compile a more thorough index to 
the twenty volumes. Any takers? 

Novelist August Derleth is writing 4 biography 
of Thoreau for teen-agers. 








“Know what? Thoreau would have hated this place.” 


The above cartoon is reprinted from the NEW DORK 

TIMES BOOK REVIEW for February 26, 1961, with the 
kind permission of the publishers. 

We are indebted to Mr. Peter G. Fradley of Barring- 
ton, Rhode Island, for the new masthead for our 
bulletin. 

Did you notice in the "Additions to the Thoreau 
Bibliography" above that three presidential address- 
es have been reprinted from the pages of our bulle- 
tin in other magazines--the NEW ENGLAND QUARTERLY, 
CENIT, and NEW OUTLOOK? 

And speaking of presidential addresses, did you 
notice that President Kennedy quoted Thoreau in his 
address to the Canadian Parliament on May 17, 1961: 
"Henry Thoreau spoke a common sentiment for them 
[the early settlers of the United States and Canadaf 
all: 'Eastward I go only by force, westward I go 
free. I mst walk towards Oregon and not towards 
Europe. '"? 

The Very Rev. Michael P. Walsh, president of Bos- 
ton College, in the commencement address at Massa- 
chusetts State University at Amherst on June 11, 
1961, quoted the final paragraph of "Civil Disobed- 
ience." 

Wallace Stegner alludes to Thoreau in his new 
novel, A SHOOTING STAR (New York, Viking, 1961, pp. 
17-19, 226). 

Thoreau continues to be cited amazingly frequent- 
ly in advertising. For example, the July 1, 1961 
NEW YORKER heads a full colum ad for the stock 
brokers Smith, Barney & Co. with a photograph of 
Thoreau and the quotation from him, "Things do not 
change, we change." 

And an advertisement for camping trailers by Ma- 
cone Spopting Goods in the May 18, 1961 CONCORD 
JOURNAL quotes Thoreau's "Our village life would 
stagnate if it were not for the unexplored forests 
and meadows which surround it. We need the tonic 
of Wildness" and adds, "Each year more and more 
families are heeding Thoreau's call to nature." 

Doubleday & Co., publishers of the paperback 
Dolphin Edition of WALDEN (95¢) have recently an- 
nounced that WALDEN is outselling every other book 
in that series. 

The clipping reproduced in the next column was 
called to our attention by Mrs. Herbert Hosmer. 





Ur. Sanborn’s Case. 


WELCOME BY HIS FELLOW CITIZENS 
OF CONCORD. 


Speeches by Mr. Sanborn, Mr. Thoreau, 
Rev. Mr. Reynolds, Mir. Emerson, 
Rev. T. W. Higginson 
and others. 


[SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE BOSTON JOURNAL J 


ConcorD, Mass , April 4. 

The Town Efall was crowded at 8 o'clock to consider 
the events of the day and last night. Great enthusi- 
asm was manifested at the decision of the Supreme 
Court in the case of Mr. F. B. Sanborn. 

Mr. Bowers called the meeting to order, and Dr. 
Josiah Bartlett was chosen Chairman. 

After a warm tribute to the two women, whe saved 
the town from the disgrace of the kidnapping of Mr. 
Sanborn, he i duced Mr. Sanb the audi " 
which received him with shouts of applause. He 
appeared with the manacies on his hands, which were 
on them last night; and after expressing his thanks to 
his townsmen for their promt action of last night, 
drew from these late events the lesson of increasing 
hatred to slavery, whatever disguises it may assume, 
and whatever persons it may lay claim to. 

Rev. Mr. Reynolds followed Mr. Sanbora, and con. 
gratulated his townsmen on the result of the day. 

Mr. Thoreau next spoke, advocating resistance even 
to law, when it opposed justice. 

He was followed by Mr. A. G. Fay, a dealer in gun- 
powder, who seemed to think a little of his commod- 
ity was needed. 

Mr. R. W. Emerson spoke briefly and pointedly 
against centralization, and in favor of thetwo women 
who had behaved so heroically. 

Mr. Bowers, Mr. Henry Warren, and E. W. Bull, 
Eeq., also spoke, and finally T. W. Higginson of Wor- 
cester, who had come Jate to the meeting from Bos- 
ton, spoke of the importance of what had been done, 
and the necessity of organization to guard against 
future outrag The suggestion was pted by the 
meeting, and a committee of seven appointed to se- 
cure euch an orgenization. 

Mr. Sanborn closed the meeting by stating his pres- 
ent porition, and his determivation to resist the Sen- 
ate’s usurpation to the last. The whole proceedings 
were full of resolute enthusissm, and a determination 
was expreesed to defend Sanborn at all hazards. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That the fame of old Concord for its 
spirit of noDie daring on the nineteenth of April, 
1776, ie glorious, and only equaled by the chivairous 
reecue of one of our most hono: from a 
baud of kidnappers, who hed forcibly seized aed man- 
acled bim, apd were hurrying him away from his 
home snd friends, on the third of April, 100. 

Resolved, That the doctrine ofthe Revolution, 
that ‘resistance to tyrants is obedimce to God,” is 
our dectrine, and that we proclaim our unsérerving 
determination to resist all attempts to abridge the 
rights of apy citizen to all privileges and guaranties 
of conetitutiona! liberty. 

Resolved. That the attempt of United Statesroficers, 
by false a under cover of darkness, te rob 
& man of his freedom, is base, mean and cowardly. 











